Mother: Nancy (Meates) Father: Francis Vaughn (decd)
b. 16 Jun 1919, Lindfield
Her only sister lived in America.

Taniya first applied to the ATA on 21 Mar 1941:
“In response to your appeal for ferry pilots, I wish to volunteer. I joined the Civil Air Guard at Redhill Aerodrome Surrey in September 1938, and gained my ‘A’ licence in May 1939. I have done approximately 30 hours flying (6 hours solo) on D.H. Gypsy I. I am 21 years of age, physically fit, and after the Civil Air Guard was disbanded I worked for 6 months at Headquarters Fighter Command Special Duties Branch as a plotter. I should be very grateful if you would inform me whether there is any possibility of my being accepted for ferry pilot duties”
They said “Nope”:
“I am afraid your experience does not come up to the required standards”
So in Jan 1942 she joined the WRNS, as a staff car driver.
She persevered, however, and applied again in August 1942. One of her ‘referees’ gave her this ringing, if somewhat strange, endorsement:
“I have known Taniya Whittall 7 years as her people are neighbours of ours. And I would say she was quite trustworthy and reliable if in a position of access to secret information. Rather more so than is normal, as she is not talkative and has a head on her shoulders.”
... in any case, her initial assessment was OK: “8 Aug 1942 – Avro Tutor 25min. Take off (1) Poor (2) Fair. General flying “good – she possesses air sense.”
“ A very good average pilot. Smooth and accurate handling ... intelligent and very keen. She has plenty of confidence; in fact if she had any more she would definitely be over-confident.”
and she was accepted on the 16 Sep 1942 as a Pilot Cadet, later being promoted to Third Officer in Jan 1943, and Second Officer in Jun 1943.
She had a couple of accidents in 1943:
· 10 Sep 1943 Spitfire XI EN341; undershot landing
· 24 Nov 1943 Spitfire VIII JF895; heavy landing, followed by ground loop
But when she was killed, on the 8 Apr 1944, it was as a passenger  in a Lancaster I 
Accident: 17:00 on the 8 Apr 1944
Buried West Hoathly
Her mother received a cheque for £2,500 from the insurance
Royal Southern Yacht Club bill – in May 1944 cheque returned ‘Drawer Deceased’. £3 14s for billeting, laundry etc.
Passenger in Lancaster – not on duty at the time (first day of leave), having delivered an aircraft the day before.
Nancy: “I have been so dazed by the shock of her death that I have not been fit to attend to business – but I realise that things must go on... She loved her job, and was never so happy as when she was at it.”
Effects: various books, a powder compact, the works of a wrist watch, RAeC certificate, Address Book – damaged.  The compact and the wrist watch were salvaged, the rest destroyed.
Also 2 squash rackets (and 3 pairs of camiknickers)




